
Weaving Mātauranga Māori into authentic 
learning for akonga. 
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Explore how ka hikitia frames Mana ōrite mō te Mātauranga Māori. 

Gain understanding of kupu in technology, design tikanga, and what this looks like 
in ākonga outcomes. 

Explore how to weave local curriculum into authentic Mātauranga Māori teaching 
and learning programmes.
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Mātauranga Māori journey 

- i t  d o es n’t  matter  wh ere  we start  i t ’s  f i rs t  s tep  th at  matters

Fearful, anxious 
and  apprehensive

Comfortable, 
competent and 

confident
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Start i n g  p o i nt? Start i n g  p o i nt? Sta rt i n g  p o i nt?

Starting point? Start i n g  p o i nt? Starting point?



Ka Hikitia...framing our purpose
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Māori are enjoying and achieving education success as Māori, as 

they develop the skills to participate in te ao Māori, Aotearoa and 

the wider world

Measures of Success:

• Māori leaners are engaged and achieving excellent education 

outcomes

• Māori whānau, hapū and iwi are active partners with our education 

services in defining and supporting excellent outcomes for Māori 

learners

Effectiveness in the sector:

• Culturally responsive effective teaching for Māori learners

Key Question:

• To what extent is there evidence of highly effective, culturally 

responsive teaching practices for Māori learners?
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Activity

• Explore the connection between kupu Māori their meaning and 
the Teaching/Learning within your own context.
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• One Māori kupu per sheet

• 2 – 3 minutes per group unpacking the kupu

• Pass the sheet to the next table 

• Spend 2-3 minutes unpacking the kupu

• Feedback from groups 

• Take some photos!



Sharing experiences
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• Explorations in Mātauranga Māori.

“You can take inspiration 

from a culture, or you can 

just take from a culture” 
Dr Johnson Witehira



7

“Students visited 

Waikato Museum 

exhibition in Māori 

legends and imagery” 
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Student exploration of ideas 

- Tessellation

- Geometric conversion

- recombination
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Student combined ideas from 

NZ Maori Designers like Shane 

Cotton
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Localising your curriculum
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Design 
Brief
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• Specifications:

• You must use The 
pūrākau of Te 
Waipounamu as 
inspiration in your 
design

• You have 20 minutes

• You can work solo or in 
groups

• You can use any 
materials to explore 
design concepts and 
present your design 
idea (Yes, you need to 
present your design at 
the end!)
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To what extent is there evidence of highly effective, culturally responsive teaching 
practices for Māori learners? https://vimeo.com/246505554

https://vimeo.com/246505554

