
Kupu Māori Interpretation  Connection to Teaching and Learning in your context:  

Whanaungatanga 
 
 
 

 

A sense of relationship, 
connection, and belonging. 

 

Manaakitanga 
 
 
 

 
 

The process of showing 
respect and care; reciprocity 
between people, living things, 
and places. 

 

Kotahitanga 
 
 
 

 
 

Unity, collaboration, and 
collective action. 

 

Kaitiakitanga 
 
 

 
 

Guardianship, stewardship for 
living things and resources. 

 

Auahatanga 
 
 
 

 

Innovation and creation.  

Rangatiratanga 
 
 
 

 

Right to exercise authority, 
chieftainship, sovereignty, self-
determination 

 



Tikanga 
 
 
 
 

The system of values and 
practices that have developed 
over time and are deeply 
embedded in traditional and 
social context, the correct way 
of doing things. 

 

Manaaki whenua 
 
 
 
 

 

Caring for the land   

Manaaki tangata 
 
 
 

 
 

Caring for the people   

Rangahau 
 
 
 
 

 

Research   

Wairuatanga 
 
 
 

 

Spirituality   

Whakapapa 
 
 
 

 

Recites a type of framework 
that details genealogy and 
maps interrelationships 
between all things. 

 

Hauora 
 
 
 
 
 

A concept of holistic 
wellbeing. 

 

 

 


